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Noted Economist Suggests Ways to Preserve Third World 
Environment and Increase Food Production 
WASHINGTON, D.C. -- John Mellor, distinguished agricultural economist 
and Director of the Washington-based International Food Policy Research 
Institute, cautioned developing countries to avoid the mistakes of 
industrialized nations by taking steps to link their agricultural and 
environmental programs. 
Mellor, speaking at a news conference held here in conjunction with the 
annual Washington meeting of the Consultative Group on International . 
Agricultural Research (CGIAR) stated that Third World countries will be 
overwhelmed, economically and environmentally, unless they develop their 
agriculture with a view to protecting the environment and linking agricultural - 
and environmental issues to alleviating poverty through economic growth and 
development. 
In industrialized nations, Mellor said, environmental problems are 
basically a result of wealth. In developing countries, however, environmental 
concerns are a poverty problem, he said. "Unless planners take this situation 
into account, it is unlikely that we will solve any of the major problems that 
we face today, be they agricultural, economic or environmental," he said. 
Mellor noted that globally, 10 percent of all damage done to forests is a 
result-of logging, and 60 percent is due to poor farm families practicing 
shifting cultivation. Shifting cultivation, or bush fallow, is a centuries- 
old production method where farmers till small patches of forest-cleared land 
for one to three years, then let nature restore its fertility while moving on 
to farm other plots. 
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Similarly, much of the world's desertification is a result of poor 
farmers expanding production of row crops on pasture land that should be left 
in perennial grasses, Mellor said. It is estimated that more than 6 percent 
of the earth's land --an area the size of Brazil-- .has been lost to 
desertification. 
To resolve this dilemma, Mellor suggested that agricultural research be 
greatly expanded to provide a technical base for greater production on the 
best soils. In this way, he said, cultivation in rainforest and grassland 
areas can be reduced. 
Besearch, Mellor believes, is also necessary to find alternative uses 
for poor soils in semiarid areas. 
"The linchpin in this will ‘be education," Mellor said. "This may seem 
like old hat, but if we are going to succeed there will have to be a massive 
effort to train people in the rur,al areas." 
"Education," he said, "is needed to help people make careful decisions I 
about the type of farming they pr,actice and to make better family planning 
decisions." 
Mellor also called for better roads in rural areas. 
'Here again," he says, "we may be singing an old tune, but without 
better transportation systems fanners are not going to be able to fine tune 
production and do what's most appropriate with the land they-have." 
"These are policy issues," Mellor said. "Third World governments must 
link their decisions about agriculture, economic growth and the environment 
together. They don't have the luxury of making the mistakes that the 
industrialized countries have committed in not linking these issues together. 
They also have an opportunity to learn from those mistakes and make the right 
decisions in the future." 
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